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through any lime now." By necessity, the whole project
depended on the Germans9 action, and they knew it in
Berlin.
The Nazis also knew my clipper date could not be post-
poned. On October i, von Strempel telephoned me that
he had received a preliminary telegram from Berlin and
that I should have my visa on Friday the third, the day
before I was to fly. He said he would telephone me Friday
noon. He did.
At twelve o'clock my phone rang. It was von Strempel.
cc Berlin raises some question at the Foreign Office about the
advisability of your going to Finland," he said. " We must
refuse you transit through Germany."
I decided to leave the next morning anyway and take my
chances. It was now October 3, and if I didn't board that
clipper, there was no chance to take. I would have to start
and then work out something, or nothing, as best I could.
That was about the size of it. I remembered that Hilmer
Lundbeck had remarked once about a high-altitude diplo-
matic-mail plane having crossed the North Sea between
England and Sweden. I started out at three o'clock that
afternoon to find somebody who knew something about
such a trip having been made. But nobody knew anything
about it. Neither Lord Halifax, the British ambassador, nor
Mr. Goesta Bostrom, the Swedish minister in Washington,
had the facts. But this much was evident by five o'clock :
some-time or other a British plane had made this trip from
England across the North Sea and across enemy territory to
Sweden. That was sure. The British Intelligence could not
add anything to that. So I planned to go to England.
Before war ruled out German validations entirely, no
United States passport valid for Germany could also be
valid for England'. Our passport regulations prohibited the
right to visit both belligerent countries. You might get a
passport for one or you might get it for the other, but you
could not go to both. Furthermore, if your passport was
valid for Germany, the British would not visa it, and. re-
versely, if valid for England, the Germans would not issue
a German visa. Of course, mine had been issued with the
right to go to Germany. And now I needed to get to
England.